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Department of Health

Dear Colleague

HEALTH BUILDING NOTE/SCOTTISH HOSPITAL
PLLANNING NOTE 40: COMMON ACTIVITY SPACES -
VOLUME 5: SCOTTISH APPENDIX

HEALTH BUILDING NOTE 40: COMMON ACTIVITY
SPACES - VOLUMES 1-4 -

Summary

1. This letter advises colleagues of the publication of
Health Building Note/Scottish Hospital Planning Note
(HBN/SHPN)40: Common activity spaces - Volume 5:
Scottish  Appendix. With its publication, the
Management Executive has completed the delivery of all
outstanding guidance in the hospital planning note series.

2. HBN/SHPN 40 Volume 5 is the lead document for
use in association with its Health Building Note (HBN)
counterpart. It describes and illustrates amendments to
the four volumes of HBN 40 to ensure that the HBN
conforms to medical and nursing practices, statutory
standards and references applicable in Scotland. An
explanatory note under the heading “Contents™ describes
the scope of these amendments. -

3. HBN 40 has been restructured and updated to reflect
the latest thinking on common activity spaces in health
buildings and to provide guidancé on access provisions
for disabled people to these buildings. The Note
comprises four volumes giving guidance on activity
spaces frequently occurring in common form in health
bulldmgs
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Volume 1 (Public areas) provides detailed ergonomic data on a variety of
public spaces, and is related to information in Activity Data Sheets
specifically prepared to complement this volume. It aims to provide the
essential information with which the designer may produce the most effective
and efficient solution for a particular project;

Volume 2 (Treatment areas) provides detailed ergonomic data on a variety of clinical

and sanitary spaces and associated components, and is related to information in
Activity Data Sheets specifically prepared to complement this volume;

Volume 3 (Staff areas) provides detailed ergonomic data on a variety of
administrative and support spaces and associated components, and is related to

information in Activity Data Sheets specifically prepared to complement this volume;

Volume 4 (Circulation areas) deals with internal horizontal and vertical hospital
circulation and communication spaces (ie corridors, lifts and stairs). It provides

guidance on the planning and design of traffic routes both within and between hospital

departments. Particular emphasis is given to the space requirements for the
movement of people, goods and equipment.

General

4. A copy of HBN/SHPN 40 Volume 5: Scottish Appendix and a copy of each of
the four volumes which comprise its counterpart HBN 40 are enclosed as a matched
set for your information and use. Further copies can be purchased from The
Stationery Office.

Action

5. Colleagues are invited to consider this guidance when briefing and planning
hospital projects.

Further Information

6. The previous issue of Scottish Hospital Planning Note (SHPN) 40 was published
in 1992 and referred only to the two volumes of HBN 40 published in 1985 and the
two volumes published in 1988. It is not applicable to the 1995 version of HBN 40,
7. The Estates Environment Forum is currently considering the future of planning
guidance, the responsibility for which passed from the Management Executive to the

Forum on 1 April 1996,

8. A comprehensive list of extant guidance in the Scottish Hospital Planning Note
series is attached at Annex 1.

D0304037 2.




NHS
MEL(1997)

9. Colleagues’ attention is also drawn to the availability of HBN 36 Volume I:
Local Healthcare Facilities and Volume 2: Case Studies. Although these have not
been issued to The Scottish Health Service, in the absence of corresponding Scottish-
specific primary care briefing and planning guidance these documents have the
general support of the Management Executive as a source of valuable information.
They do not include references to other publications relevant to the Scottish Health
Service, eg to “The Building Standards (Scotland) Regulations 1990”.  Such
differences, if acknowledged, do not detract from the usefulness of the Notes as
guidance.

10. Copies of the Notes can be purchased from The Stationery Office.

Yours sincerely

PAUL WILSON
Director of Trusts
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